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Mcmorandum prepared on November 2, IOCS, from notes dated fculy 27. 1955, at 
C: Q0 p. m. (The memorandum is strictly limited to v/hai the notesThcms elves con- 
tain; there is no reliance on memory). 


The meeting was a meeting o fJhg National Security Council, There were opening pre- . 
sentaiions by the Secretary of State and the Secretary of Defense — the Notes: 'standard 

speeches. " There followed a discussion between Mr. Husk and Mr. McNamara or. the 
question whether the maps being used for the presentation did not exaggerate the degree 
of Viet Cong control in South Vietnam. The Secretary of State raised the question, and 

- the Secretary of Defense defended the maps, stating that the Viet Cong in these areas had ^ 
taxing and recruiting power. 

' ^^^^^l] n ie notes record General Wheeler's opinion that the pacification program 
was stalled. 


Theg ?res!?enrsu5i^az ed - the matter as follows. The situation was not good and we 
cbnfrorrtediSvechoicesa, * 


The first choice was to use massive power .to bring the enemy to his knees — 'blowing . 
him out of the water tonight. ** The President thought less th?n lO% of the country favored 
such a course. . ' - ' . • . 


Another group feels that we ought never to have been. there and would get out tomorrow if 
we could. But not many people feel that way, and we have our commitments made by 
three Presidents. 
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A third choice would be to stay where we are with our SO, 000 men, taking casualties 2 nd 
doing nothing. No- one is satisfied with this choice. 

A fourth choice would be to go to the Congress and ask for all the money and men we 
might need, calling up the reserves and asking for billions and billions in. appropriations 
and even declaring a state of emergency. There was a good deal of feeling that this should 
be done and the President referred in this context to the special problem of the surface- 
to-air missile sites which had been under discussion in these days. On the other hand, it 
was a que stion whether such action wo uld cot lay do wn a gauntlet to the world . If we should 
take this course, the North Vietnamese might look at tiieir mends in China and say you 
should do the same thing for us. Thus the Chinese would ap t tied into a larger effort. The 
President himself did not wish to be dramatic and to make big television appeals. 


- The GfA^hoic B would be to give the commanders the men and materials they say they need 
/ from existing forces to use. money under a transfer authority — to try not to bluff or brag 
? ,« or thunder — and at the same time to get Ambassador Goldberg and Secretary Rusk to go 
V 2 nd work for a diplomatic position. 
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The notes also report the President’s account of a conversation with John Oakes. 
Oakes had asked the President if we should have been there in 1254. The President 
had answered that we were in 1265, and "I enjoyed it if he didn’t.” 


The notes also record my. -own feeliag that whale the Presiden t_was placing his 
^ryfererEe^Sralt^ rnative five, as against alternative four, on international 
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of the preceding week — July 22, and July 23. 




